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Do justice, love kindness,  
walk humbly with God

Micah 6:6–8
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1What is it that these women want? asked the woman 
seated in front of me. We were at a symposium on 
women in ministry. In a denomination that was 
being torn apart by who was in (men) and who was out 
(women) hundreds had gathered to hear speakers on all sides 
and facets of the issue and to ask questions. There was, at 
times, heated discussion—What is it that these women want? 
And I remember in my-heart-of-hearts—wanting to cry out 
We just want to faithfully follow and serve the God who loves, and 
gifts, and calls us. We long to be ordained, like each of us would be, 
were we men. We long for justice.
The outcome of the symposium was barely the compromise 
that it claimed to be. There was a five-year moratorium on 
discussing women in ministry. The hope was that the five-
year hiatus would bring clarity, one way or the other.
But a lack of clarity continued well beyond the five years. Until 
one day. A bishop, a man—recognized the gifting and call of 
a dear sister, so he gathered the church and he ordained her 
for ministry and there was celebration in the land, by some.
He, however, was brought before the board of elders and was 
scolded for his actions. They threatened to remove his creden-
tials but they couldn’t—such a highly respected and beloved 
bishop was he. So he was given a rap on the knuckles and was 
told to go and sin no more.
Then one day, before long, he recognized the gifting and 
call of another dear sister. So he gathered the church and he 
ordained her for ministry and there was another celebration 
in the land, by some. And what do you know? It wasn’t long 
before he recognized another and another…imagine, sisters 
gifted and called to pastoral ministry: It took one man, a per-
son of power, who was willing to put that power on the line, 
to risk his own credentialing, so that others might use their 
gifts, follow their call and serve as pastors. Even women pas-
tors. And many have benefited from the ministry of these 
women pastors as they Do justice. Love kindness. Walk hum-
bly with God. 



2 This is the third installment of our sermon series 
Focus on Jesus’ Way in 2020. The first week we talked 
about how much change we have experienced in the 

past decade—the 2010’s and then reflected on the potential 
changes coming our way in the next decade. Last week Pastor 
Greg reminded us that it’s all about love—we are called to 
love God and love neighbor…now and into the future.
And today we look specifically at justice—Focus on Jesus’ 
way of justice.
Jesus’ ministry, from the very beginning, was a call in collab-
oration with God in seeking justice for all.  The call to justice 
has deep roots in the biblical tradition.  Hundreds of years 
before the birth of Jesus, the Prophets of Hebrew scripture, 
were not so much about predicting the future as they were 
about relating God’s will for the people of God.
Jesus would have been very familiar with the prophets. The 
Hebrew scriptures were foundational for his ministry. And so 
this morning we turn to the words of the prophet Micah:

Micah 6:6–8
With what shall I come before the Lord,

and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before God with burnt offerings,

with calves a year old?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?

• do justice

• love kindness

• walk humbly with God



3This was foundational for Jesus and is foundational 
for us as well. There are scholars who propose that 
if Judeo-Christian ethics had to be summarized on a 
bumper sticker, Micah 6:8 would fit the bill. Here’s the con-
text of this scripture to help us better understand.
700 years before Jesus was born, Israel was immersed in a 
revival. The temple was crowded, giving was over budget for 
the first time in years. But Micah knew that something was 
wrong—the beloved people of Israel had fallen out of rela-
tionship with God.
In the immediately preceding verses, Micah painted a picture 
of God charging Israel with a crime and taking the people to 
court. God called the mountains and hills as witnesses for the 
prosecution. The people had forgotten God’s generosity. God 
loved Israel, brought them out of slavery, gave them a home. 
But the people completely missed the point when they asked 
God, “what do you want from us?”
What God wants, Micah responds, is for the people to be a 
voice for the oppressed, widows, unprotected persons, for-
eigners, minorities, to fight for the rights of persons with 
disabilities, elderly persons, poor persons and every person 
treated as less than God’s own child.
Micah is in good company with other prophets when he 
clearly states that God is more interested in the way people 
live their everyday lives than in their religious practices. The 
prophet Amos even said that God “hates” such superficial 
efforts of piety if they are not accompanied by lives dedicated 
to justice.
Micah presents a threefold summary of what God expects—
three strong actions. First, it’s to do justice—mispat (mish-
pot) in Hebrew. It is something that people just do. It’s not 
enough to wish for justice or to complain because there are 
injustices. This justice is a dynamic concept that calls on God’s 
people to work for fairness and equality for all, particularly 
the weak and the powerless who are exploited by others.



4 Second is love kindness, hesed (chesed) in Hebrew. 
This word is very complex and can’t be fully 
expressed in modern day English. It has to do with 

love, loyalty and faithfulness. It can be used to describe the 
key element in relationships, whether that’s marriage, a rela-
tionship between two friends, or between God and humanity. 
Israel’s relationship with and faithfulness to God is motivated 
by deep love.
And to walk humbly with God. The key word…to walk. In 
Hebrew halak (ya-lock). We are to walk with God, to focus 
on the journey of Jesus’ way, to enable our faith to find legs.
Through the Hebrew people, God introduced this bizarre, 
out-of-the box notion that a just, fulfilling life for all is the 
responsibility of the community. And building on this tradi-
tion, Jesus proposed the idea of justice so radical that it was 
not on the radar even in the world of the famously compas-
sionate Hebrews. He introduced a revolutionary concept that 
absolutely astounded the world—the concept of universal 
agape love—love that can’t help but compel us to do justice, 
to love kindness and walk humbly. It was true for the com-
passionate Hebrews and it is true for us.
We are called to focus on Jesus’ way of justice. In particular 
this week we pause to recognize Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
who, along with countless others, dedicated his own life to 
fight injustice—in particular, the injustice of racism.
So how are we doing these 50+ years later? I found that the 
reputable Pew Research Center has published a new report—
“Race in America 2019.” It’s both insightful and discour-
aging—and highlights that we are not only NOT making 
progress but are losing our footing.
The study found that the public in general has negative views 
of the country’s racial progress. More than half say that in 
the past three years race relations and racial inequality have 
become worse. Most Americans say that it is now more com-
mon for people to express racist or racially insensitive views; 



5more than four-in-ten says it’s more acceptable now 
than it had been.
Here’s a bar graph that is part of this report. Blacks are more 
likely than other groups to say their race has had a negative 
impact on their ability to get ahead; whites are the most likely 
to say their race helped them.
America seems to have taken a giant step backward in how 
it views minorities and other vulnerable populations, says 
author, blogger and pastor John Pav-lo-vitz—stay tuned. We 
have engaged John to join us for a weekend in May—the 15th, 
16th and 17th. Mark your calendars now.
To offer hope and fortification for the journey, Dr. King 
offered this quote—“The arc of the moral universe is long, but 
it bends toward justice.” He cleverly paraphrased a portion 
of a sermon delivered more than 100 years previously by the 
abolitionist minister Theodore Parker. In fact, King did such 
a great thing in resurrecting the quote, that Barack Obama 
also fell in love with it and even had it woven into a rug in 
the Oval Office. Obama used the quote to temper the hope 
that his presidency inspired, to remind those who had placed 
their faith in his message of change, that it would not be just 
one singular moment, such as the election of the first presi-
dent of color, that would usher in a new and just society.
I found a twist to this inspiring quote, as suggested by a bibli-
cal scholar. It’s about context—this is one short sentence that 
has survived the years and has inspired and comforted mil-
lions, might miss a very subtle and important point made by 
the original preacher. If we look carefully at the entire ser-
mon, it is thought that for Parker, there is no guarantee of 
the moral universe doing as he wishes. It is only through his 
own conscience, and thereby his own actions, that justice will 
be achieved. And so more accurately, some have drawn from 
the sermon that the arc bends toward justice, but it only bends 
toward justice because people nudge or pull it towards jus-
tice. It doesn’t happen on its own. I think Micah would agree.



6 And so would Steve Suhey. You may have heard of 
him. And of Wally Triplett, too. Triplett was from 
LaMont, Pennsylvania. Back in 1945 he became the 

first African American starter on the Penn State football team. 
During that time, as we well know, in much of the US, and 
particularly the south, segregation prevailed. In 1948, Penn 
State was scheduled to play in the Cotton Bowl on January 
1, to be held in Dallas, Texas, a city where segregation also 
prevailed. The Penn State mixed-race roster caused a stir 
among some universities. It is legend that the opposing team 
requested that Penn State bring only their white players to the 
game and leave the two African American players—Triplett 
and Dennie Hoggard—in Pennsylvania. This didn’t sit well 
with the Nittany Lions and especially team captain Steve 
Suhey, who was white. He rejected the idea of leaving his team 
mates behind because they were one team, and no player, he 
thought, should be excluded. In an act of solidarity, Suhey 
responded simply, “We are…Penn State.” And the rest, as 
they say, is history. The team went on to tie the bowl game—
with Triplett and Hoggard being the first African Americans 
to compete in the contest. The football team could have asked 
them to stay behind…. But they didn’t. They banded together 
to do what they knew was right.
Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly with God. That is 
God’s call through the prophet Micah. Jesus heard it. MLK 
heard it. A courageous women-ordaining bishop heard it. A 
college football team captain heard it. And we have heard it 
again, loud and clear. Perhaps that’s exactly what the world 
needs from us, the church, today…. Do justice. Love kind-
ness. Walk humbly with God.










