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1Love Matters
Love matters. Maybe it matters more than ever these 
days, when so much around us seems so unloving. 
There are deep divides in our towns, across our society and 
even in the church. Crude language, lack of respect and 
dignity for the other can seem the prevailing norm of the 
day.

And then…along comes Valentine’s Day. Skipping toward 
us from just around the corner, like a school girl with pig-
tails, with sweet, albeit naïve, gestures of flowers and choc-
olates, cards of friendship, expressions of love, and even 
pink teddy bears. (Did I mention chocolates?) When it 
seems that love these days gets the short end of the stick, 
here comes Valentine’s Day.

And here we are, as followers of Jesus, as people of The 
Way—we are called to love. We are here because we were 
created by love, in love, and for love.

Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus, “Lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, mak-
ing every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” And the author of the fourth Gospel recorded Jesus 
as saying to his followers: “I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

There is no doubt—ours is a gospel of love. That’s the good 
news of God.

And we are called to practice the way of love. Father 
Richard Rohrer, author and retreat leader, gives the church 
a challenge:
Our (the church’s) prime contribution to humanity can be shifted 
from teaching correct beliefs (orthodoxy—the right beliefs) to 



2 practicing the way of love as Jesus taught (orthopraxy, 
the right practices). Then our whole understanding and 
experience of church could be transformed.

He continues, What I believe can and should happen is that 
tens of thousands of congregations will become what I call in-
cubators or studios or yes… “schools” of love…teaching people 
to live a life of love, from the heart, for God, for all people—no  
exceptions—and for all creation, with love as the high aim.1

We at E’town CoB seem to have a love-groove-thing going 
on here. There’s a lot of love in this congregation, even in 
this very room. We see it in our care for one another and as 
that care spills out and into a broken world. And others see 
it, too, from outside the congregation. Bethleen Bradford, 
our previous administrative office staff who is on long-
term disability due to recurring cancer, has remarked time 
and again about how loving this congregation is. Even 
though she belongs to another congregation, it is the ges-
tures of love of this body of sisters and brothers who touch 
her deeply. And hers is one of many, many stories that we 
pastors are privilege to hear and witness.

Yes, indeed, love matters and we are called to be a school 
of love, where we learn and practice love. This morning I’d 
like to look at just four ways that love matters.

In the school of love, KINDNESS matters:
For the Apostle Paul, as written in his letter to the Galatians, 
kindness is right up there as an ideal for the people of God.  
Kindness is one of the fruits of the spirit, those pillars of 
character—you know—love, joy, peace, patience, … kind-
ness …, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control 
—all evidence of mature faith and deep character.

1Rooted and Grounded in Love, Center for Action and Contemplation, Friday, Dec. 1, 2017



3And the importance of kindness is universal. The 
Dalai Lama has said: “My religion is very simple. My 
religion is kindness.” Kindness is not only good for 
the recipients of acts of kindness, it is also good for those 
who initiate them. When we are kind to people around us, 
we typically feel good about ourselves, in a good, healthy 
and balanced way. Our brains release increased levels of 
dopamine and our bodies release more oxytocin, a hor-
mone directly related to our cardiovascular health—kind-
ness is good for the heart. And a number of studies link 
kindness and good relationships to slowing down the ag-
ing process. Not a bad side-benefit! A few less wrinkles for 
a few kind words.

Kindness matters not only in terms of our health. Kindness 
is contagious from a social standpoint and causes us to co-
operate more, and it strengthens our sense of connection 
and fosters strength in our families, in the corporate world 
and even in society as a whole. Imagine the rippling effects 
of kindness in this world….

In the school of love LISTENING matters:
We are trained in the art of making a strong case for our 
point of view, and many of us may have learned to listen 
not so much to understand the other as to be able to of-
fer a counterpoint. Our Buddhist friends offer this ques-
tion… “Are you listening, or just preparing to speak?” So 
often in a rush to argue, we have lost the art of listening. 
Are we really listening or are we just reloading? Winston 
Churchill said that “Courage is what it takes to stand up 
and speak, Courage is also what it takes to sit down and 
listen.” Listening means to truly understand the other per-
son, not listening to agree or disagree, but simply listening 
to understand.



4 Paul Tillich, philosopher and theologian writes: The 
first duty of love is to listen… listening is one of the 
highest forms of caring.

And David Augsburger, a renowned Mennonite teach-
er and youngest brother of our own Ann Good, says that 
“Being listened to is so close to being loved that most peo-
ple cannot tell the difference.” When we choose to listen 
deeply, we discover new ways of hearing each other’s 
hearts. Maybe even the other’s encounter of God. That per-
haps, we will learn more about wonders and mysteries of 
our own faith when we listen, really listen to others, even 
those with whom we will never fully agree. Then we will 
know more fully the unity to which God calls us—a unity 
so large, a love so expansive and a mutual encounter so riv-
eting that we find new ways of healing ourselves and our 
communities. Which brings us to our third point…

In the school of love UNITY matters:
We are called to unity, not uniformity. Unity in that we can 
agree to not agree, yet find creative ways to move ahead 
together. Our diversity can be a great strength if we are 
willing to work at it.

Shortly after Dave and I were married, we received a vis-
it from an elderly friend: kind, gentle and wise. Well into 
his 80’s, Moses Chu, an immigrant from China, was a local 
businessman who supplied Lancaster County soybeans to 
Chinatown in NYC. Moses extended his best wishes to us 
newlyweds and then asked, “Baby coming yet?” I’m sure 
after blushing, we politely responded that no baby was on 
the way. It was clear that children and family were very 
important to Moses, and he wanted to encourage us.

Over the next few years, whenever we’d see Moses, he’d 
always ask, “Baby coming yet?” and our reply was always 
the same. Until, much to Moses’ interest and delight, a 



5baby was on the way. After our daughter was born, 
Moses again extended his heartfelt congratulations, 
and then asked “Another baby coming yet?” We had 
hardly mastered leak-proof rubber pants and breast-feed-
ing and another baby was not on our radar. But then Moses 
explained… “children polish each other.” So we remem-
bered Moses’ wise advice and when our first daughter 
was six years old and beginning the first grade, our fourth 
daughter was born—four-of-a-kind and a full-house for 
sure!! And polish each other, they did! And sometimes we 
were polished in the process!

We polish one another as together we live in community. 
Our strength is in our diversity. It’s sometimes messy, sel-
dom neat. Unity in diversity…it’s a beautiful thing.

In the school of love ACTION matters:
The Church of the Brethren, and this congregation in par-
ticular, take seriously the call to live our faith through ac-
tion, believing that we are the hands, and feet, and voice 
of Jesus in this world. That is evidenced by the many ways 
that we are compelled to work at peace and justice for all; 
feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, visiting the 
sick, welcoming the stranger among us, being a voice for 
the voiceless, finding all people, near and far, to be our very 
own neighbors, and loving as we are loved.

As we sat and talked yesterday over coffee, I asked Cheska 
some questions, which she has agreed to share with you.

• You are a dreamer. Can you tell us in a few sentences 
what a dreamer is and a bit about your journey?

• What do you most need? How can we help you and 
other dreamers?

• What are your fears? What are your dreams? 



6 I’d like to share a poem with you, written by Wendell 
Barry. 

So, friends, every day do something that won’t compute.
Love the Lord. Love the world. Work for nothing.
Take all that you have and be poor.
Love someone who does not deserve it.
Denounce the government and embrace the flag.
Hope to live in that free republic for which it stands.
Give your approval to all you cannot understand.
Ask the questions that have no answers…
Practice resurrection.2

This morning each of us who would like, will have the op-
portunity to practice the hope of resurrection. If you haven’t 
already, we invite you to visit the Advocacy Action activi-
ties that you will find in the Narthex and lobby. There’s an 
insert in the bulletin to help you. Cheska will also be there 
to talk with you.

Let’s make our voices for justice and peace heard loud and 
clear. In this school of love, we learn to practice peace, ser-
vice, and openness to all and in this school of love, we find 
a wideness in God’s mercy and a depth in God’s love. And 
we learn to love deeply, broadly and faithfully.

2Wendell Berry, in The Selected Poems of  Wendell Berry (New York: Counterpoint Press, 1999), 85.










