
Witness Commission meeting  

March 6, 2019 

Attendees: Chair, Peg Over, Mandy Hileman, Peggy McFarland, Amy Karr, Jordan Eberhart, Pastoral 

Liaison Greg Davidson Laszakovits 

 

Discussion:   

Bucket update - the cheapest overall for supplies and buckets was the Dollar Tree, next was Giant, then 

Walmart (which had everything including the buckets for $60) and lastly B&G. (Average cost was $40, if 

you bought supplies from 3 different stores)  *B&G is willing to offer items at cost for those who would 

decide to shop local. 

Decision by the group was to make the donation request $70/bucket to ensure all costs are covered. 

Amy will make an updated “job aid” for us to review which will be handed out with the buckets and she 

will write an article for the newsletter by March 10th, 2019. 

We will make an announcement in church and show the bucket challenge video. Peg will buy items for 

the bucket for our group to fill during that service.  We decided on an announcement weekly as a friendly 

reminder of the ongoing challenge, as well as utilizing the paper announcement in the bulletin. 

Peg mentioned again to use the bucket challenge as an opportunity to collaborate with colleagues, family 

and/or friends to fill the buckets. 

Decision was made by the group that we will purchase and provide the insect spray for all $275 buckets. 

**Kickoff:  March 24th, ending April 21st for both items collected and cash donations.  We will assemble 

buckets on or around (tentative) April 28th. (Greg will give dates to the pastoral team and we talked 

about including Junior and Senior High for assembly) 

Tentatively the plan is to have both empty buckets and completed buckets in the sanctuary. 

The group discussed using stickers to designate that the bucket is full. Greg found 500 stickers for $196 

with the Etown COB logo. 

We will track who takes a bucket with a sign out sheet and we will take turns covering the sign out sheet 

each week after service. 

March 24th, Amy will cover the sign out sheet for kick off along with anyone who is available to help. 

March 31st, Jordan will cover the sign out sheet. 

April 7th, Amy will cover the sign out sheet. 

April 14th, Peg and Peggy will cover the sign out sheet. 

April 21st, Mandy will cover the sign out sheet along with anyone who is available to help. 

Greg said that we can get a weekly report of the bucket challenge donations if the congregation writes 

“buckets” in the memo line for tracking. 

 

Instagram/Facebook update:   

Amy has been updating Instagram.  She is looking for some other individuals who are interested in 

helping to film and update Instagram during service.  (The group discussed that we can’t use junior/senior 

high youth due to minor social media restrictions.) 

Amy offered again to do a Sunday School Social Media offering for those who may be interested.   

Thoughts - do we need to monitor our Instagram account in any way (followers, content, etc.)? 

Greg will ask the Pastoral team to announce that we have an Instagram account during service and 

possibly add to the weekly announcements. 

 



Outreach:   

Update from Peg on the recent Rwanda email.  Things are moving along there with good progress.  

(Facebook or Bulletin announcements to come – Peg will follow up). 

 

ECHOS/Winter Shelter: 

25 people last night.  30 is the maximum number of occupants.  New people coming every day.  Peggy 

states that they are anticipating challenges to finding housing for these individuals .  Peggy said there are 

no particular needs at the moment. 

 

Directory Updates:   

Crop walk is dwindling out…crop table is still very successful.  Discussed as a group to discontinue the 

Crop Walk and continue with the crop table. 

 

Other Updates: 

Wednesday March 19th there will be a SERV workday in New Windsor. 

Lancaster County Council of Churches is being changed to the Lancaster County Food Hub – Serving with 

Faith and Compassion.   Peg discussed that we will have to make the name change to our budget.  Gail 

Rittenhouse will be meeting with Greg in the near future, more details to come. 

Thoughts - How to relay thank you messages from giving to the congregation.  Peg will look at including a 

corner on one of the bulletin boards. 

 

Next Meeting:  April 3rd at 7pm in Greg’s office 
 

 


